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tradition, from the sons of the two full wives of the patriarch Jacob. In the early days, however, the outlying tribes had not been seduced from their allegiance, and we find them taking prominent part in the struggle with the Canaanites proper, with Amorites and Hittites in the northeast, and with Bedawin Moabites, Ammonites, Amalekites, and Midianites, especially under the leadership of Barak and Gideon. The great victory celebrated in Deborah's Song of Triumph, a victory over the northern enemies, was probably not long after the time of Meneptah. But even at this time, immediately preceding the struggle in which Gideon overthrew the Midianites, the narrative tells how the two tribes of the extreme north, Dan and Ashur, took no part in the contest, but "remained in ships and on the sea-shore 1" Evidently they were assimilating themselves to their Phoenician neighbors. Very shortly afterwards we find the first unsuccessful attempt to impose a monarchy upon the loosely associated Israelite confederacy made by Gideon's son Abimelech.
The trans-Jordan tribe of Gad took no part in the conflict with the northern Canaanites, or in that with the Midianites who were west of the Jordan when Gideon smote them; but they contributed the hero of the next war, which was again fought against a Bedawin group, the Ammonites. And then, we find Israel plunged into its long struggle with the Philistines, who were neither Bedawins nor Canaanites proper, but the lords of the western plain between the mountains and the sea stretching from the south half-way up the coast of Palestine. The Philistines are to be definitely identified with a portion of that horde which met with its tremendous defeat at the hands of Rameses III. The horde had included Hellenic Danai, who do not reappear in the south; but the greater portion of it consisted of Pulesti (Philistines) and their kindred tribes from Crete and Caria: not Hellenes, probably not Aryans, but a population possibly in some degree Aryan-ized by the Phrygians in their home on the west coast of Asia Minor* Whether the defeat was less tremendous than the records of Rameses would have us to believe, or was inflicted before the arrival of reinforcements which did not venture again to challenge Egypt, it is evident that a Philistine horde soon afterwards poured into the plains of Philistia and made themselves masters of it. If Judah and Benjamin had made their way into the plains at all, they were swept back to the hills by the Philistine conquerors, who established a confederacy of five great cities dominating the whole district from Ekron in the north to Gaza in the south, with Ashdod and Askelon on the coast, and Gath as the advanced fortress inland to hold back the hillmen, ,lliey brought with them something of the Minoan culture which they had learned in a probably brief habitation in Crete; more characteristically, they brought the superior bronze weapons which they had u$ed ifc Caria and Lycia; but they were conquerors after: the